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This is the season of Thanksgiv- 
ing, and hopefully we all were able to 
take the time, between the rush of cook-
ing and family gatherings, eating and 
shopping, to count our blessings. Despite 
everything this year has wrought, most of 
us have much for which to be thankful. 

There are many in our community 
who on Thanksgiving certainly counted 
among their blessings the work of our 
colleagues in the public interest legal 
community. 

Take Juanita (all names have been 
changed), for example. Juanita is a high 
school senior who lost both parents with-
in a few months of each other early this 
year. Juanita had no relatives that were 
able to take her in, but the mother of 
Juanita’s best friend, who lives in a nearby 
school district, gave her a place to stay. 
The school district was not going to allow 
her to continue to attend the high school 
she had attended for three years. Then the 
Education Law Center intervened on her 
behalf, and convinced the school district 
that Juanita was entitled to attend and 
graduate from that school.

Keeping with the seasonal theme of 
this column, let’s borrow a scene from 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” and imagine 
if Education Law Center hadn’t been 
there to help Juanita. It is very likely that 
Juanita would not have finished school, 
and, as we know, high school dropouts 
are more likely to live in poverty and 
depend on public assistance. Think about 
Juanita. Her life was already torn apart by 
her parents’ deaths. School was the only 
stable thing in her life. The initial decision 
by the school district could have had 
dramatic financial, societal and personal 
consequence if ELC had not been there 
for her.

Laila is another young woman who 
would have been lost but for the help of 
HIAS & Council. HIAS helped Laila, 
a Moroccan immigrant, escape from 
an abusive relationship. Many women 

experience the trauma of domestic vio-
lence, but immigrant women, because of 
language barriers, social isolation and lack 
of financial resources, have an even harder 
time leaving abusive relationships.

Laila was such a woman. She met her 
American husband in Morocco. After 

coming with him to the United States, 
Laila discovered that her husband was 
abusive. Laila’s husband convinced her 
that she could not become an American  
citizen without his help, and would be 
deported. Since she was not allowed out 
of the house, she had no one who could 

advise her. Finally, Laila got in touch with 
HIAS, who helped her file a self-petition 
for abused spouses so her immigration 
status could be legalized and she could 
leave her husband. She is safe today.  

There are thousands of stories like these 
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The last time I saw 4 a.m. was for a 
Black Friday sale. But instead of awaken-
ing in pursuit of a discounted flat screen 
television, this time I was doing it for a 
more memorable experience – to attend 
the Bilski v. Kappos oral argument at the 
U. S. Supreme Court on Nov. 9. For 
those in patent law, Bilski is the Supreme 
Court case of the year – what one atten- 
dee pegged “the Roe v. Wade of patent 
law.” And for a new patent attorney like 
me, the lure of the live oral argument was 
enough to draw me from my warm bed.

Since the Bilski argument was sched-
uled for the afternoon, I felt silly climbing 
into a taxi at 4:30 a.m. My embarrass-
ment quickly turned to shock as I neared 
the courthouse and saw the line that 
wrapped around the corner with people 
camped out in sleeping bags. It soon be-
came clear that there was an unspoken yet 
strictly enforced no-cutting policy, which 
a woman experienced firsthand when she 
attempted to cut in front of a group that 
had been waiting since midnight. Our 
indignation at the attempted line-cutter 
was fueled by the knowledge that many 
people at the head of the line had gotten 
those coveted spots by paying a profes-
sional line-holding company whose 
employees had been in line since the 
previous night. Eschewing the profession-
als, and with the specter of an eight-hour 
wait ahead of me, I made friends with 

the people around me at 
the line’s end: lawyers, 
students and the legally 
curious. As the sun rose 
over Capitol Hill, we 
quickly warmed to a 
discussion about (what 
else?) Supreme Court 
jurisprudence.  

Several attorneys from 
the firm representing 
Bilski were in line and 
we discussed the case, 
compared notes on life as junior associ-
ates, updated colleagues at the office, and 
pined for a bathroom. I had the legal 
equivalent of a celebrity sighting when 
J. Michael Jakes (the attorney arguing 
on behalf of Bilski) greeted the attorneys 
from his firm. For a man about to argue 
before the Supreme Court, Jakes seemed 
remarkably calm and even joked about 
how long we had waited in line. 

The moment of truth approached as 
the guards motioned us forward into the 
courthouse. I frantically muttered under 
my breath: “let me in, please let me in.”  I 
got closer . . . the guards counted people 
off . . . I held my breath and walked past 
them . . . up the steps . . . and into the 
Supreme Court! As my anxiety-ridden 
group sighed in relief, I looked behind me 
and realized just how lucky I was – only 
a handful of people had made it in after 

me.
Being in the Supreme 

Court chamber was 
a moving experience. 
From the marble col-
umns and heavy crimson 
drapes to the famed 
bench, everything was 
infused with the weight 
of history and prestige. 
As for the argument 
itself, both attorneys 
remained composed and 

eloquent, even under intense questioning 
from the justices. Many of the justices 
questioned the patentability of hypotheti-
cal subject matter, including a method 
of speed dating (Justice Sotomayor), a 
method of teaching antitrust law that 
keeps 80 percent of students awake (Jus-
tice Breyer), and even horse-whispering 
(Justice Scalia). During the oft-spirited 
exchanges, my rickety chair nearly 
toppled as I strained to see which justice 
was speaking. Thankfully, I regained 
my balance and the argument passed in 
a blur. Before I knew it, Chief Justice 
Roberts banged the gavel and the justices 
exited the chamber.

As I left the court, exhaustion washed 
over me coupled with elation that I was 
one of the lucky few to witness the argu-
ment. At 4 p.m, exactly 12 hours after I 
woke up, I boarded the train to Philadel-

phia with one thought in my mind – this 
was way better than a flat screen TV! 

Linda X. Shi (lshi@volpe-koenig.com) is an 
attorney with Volpe and Koenig and a recent 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School. Her technical experience includes 
mechanical systems and devices.

of people who have been helped, just in 
this year alone, by the public interest legal 
community of Philadelphia. 

• The man who became homeless after 
a debilitating accident, whose denial of 
disability benefits was overturned thanks 
to a pro bono lawyer working with the 
Homeless Advocacy Project. He now can 
afford a place to live. 

• The struggling graphic designer who 
almost lost the rights to her entire portfo-
lio until Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers 
for the Arts went to court and saved her 
life’s work. 

• The woman who was saddled with 
bad debt and undiscovered fraud on an 
inherited home whose VIP volunteer 
attorney helped save her credit rating and 
avoid foreclosure on her own property – 
the modest home to her family of five.

• The senior whose daughter physically 

beat and starved her for three days – for 
whom SeniorLAW Center obtained a 
protection from abuse order and who is 

now living safely with other relatives.
The lawyers who have helped these 

individuals deserve our thanks, as well as 

the thanks of their clients, for they make 
us and our profession proud; by their 
work, their light shines on all of us.

This is a season of giving, as well as 
thanks. And one way to say thanks is to 
make a gift.  As you think about your 
year-end charitable giving, think about 
these stories. We at the Bar Founda-
tion think about them every time we 
hold a fundraising event, every time we 
send a fundraising letter, and every time 
we make grants, as we will do later this 
month. And I think about them every 
time I write my column.  

Please join with us at the end of the 
year by making a gift to the Bar Founda-
tion or one of the grantee legal services 
organizations.  

And to all, happy holidays.  

Amy B. Ginensky (ginenskya@pepperlaw.
com), a partner at Pepper Hamilton LLP, is 
president of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation.

By Linda X. Shi

In Their Own Words
Early Wakeup Worth It for Supreme Court Visit

From time to time, the Philadelphia Bar Foundation receives contributions or a 
fund in memory of someone who has died or, on a happier note, to mark a special 
occasion or honor an achievement. Philadelphia lawyers are a special breed. We 
honor them when we make a gift to the Bar Foundation that is then used to assist 
Philadelphia’s public interest lawyers and the clients to whom they provide legal 
services. 
 
In Memory

An anonymous gift in memory of Samuel Barson, father of Leon R. Barson, a 
partner with Pepper Hamilton LLP. 

Given by Amy B. Ginensky and Andrew R. Rogoff in memory of Spencer W. 
Franck, a partner at Saul Ewing, LLP, who served as chair of their Business De-
partment for nine years. Franck served on the Board of the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Chapter of the American Red Cross and was a member of the Philadelphia 
Club, the Racquet Club and the Athenaeum of Philadelphia.

Given by Phyllis Horn Epstein in memory of Marie Anderson Yesenko, 
mother of Kathleen D. Wilkinson, a partner with Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edel-
man & Dicker LLP.
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