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ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS

Pennsylvania and New Jersey matters  !  No charge for initial consultation

Representation, consultation and expert testimony in matters 
involving ethical issues and the Rules of Professional Conduct

James C. Schwartzman, Esq.
Former Chairman, Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania   !   Former Federal Prosecutor

Former Chairman, Continuing Legal Education Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Board

1818 Market Street, 29th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 751-2863

Dana Pirone Carosella, Esq.
Representing attorneys in disciplinary/ethics matters for 13 years   !   Author/Speaker on ethics matters

“W   
in trouble or scared, 
that’s when they need 
an advocate; this is why 
what you do as law-
yers is so important,” 
said Steven Korman, 
president and CEO of 
Korman Communities, 
at a recent meeting of 
law firm leaders hosted 
by the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation. And it is 
why he urged these leaders to support the 
Raising the Bar Campaign, which finan-
cially assists our public interest colleagues 
in providing services to those who are the 
most troubled and scared and yet without 
resources to pay for representation.
)is is a unique time. State IOLTA 

funds for Philadelphia legal service agen-
cies will drop by 10 percent for fiscal 
year 2009-2010. And in May, the Senate 
passed its version of the state budget that 
eliminates all funding for legal services. 
At this writing, lobbying efforts are 
underway to get that money put back 
in the budget, but the message is clear 
– maintaining legal services funding is in 
jeopardy.

So, what we do as lawyers at this time 
of trouble is doubly important. It really 
counts.
)e Philadelphia Bar Foundation has 

set a goal to maintain the funding it gives 
to the legal services agencies at last year’s 
levels. It is critical we meet that goal, 
and we will need support to do so. )e 

Foundation’s job is not 
only to raise the funds to 
make its own grants but, 
as the legal community’s 
foundation, its mission 
includes advocating 
the continued support 
by the law firms of the 
grantee organizations as 
well.
)e Raising the Bar 

campaign has been the 
Philadelphia legal com-

munity’s most significant institutional 
effort in support of the Bar Founda-
tion and its network of nonprofit legal 
service providers. A joint initiative of 
the Philadelphia Bar Foundation and 
the Philadelphia Bar Association, the 
campaign was inspired by former Bar As-
sociation Chancellor Alan M. Feldman, 
who in 2006 challenged every law firm, 
large and small, to contribute the sum of 
$300 per lawyer. In 2008, Bar Association 
Chancellor A. Michael Pratt asked law 
firms to institutionalize their Raising the 
Bar contributions and to those that could, 
Raise the Bar Higher by increasing by 10 
percent their commitment for the next 
three years.

Since its inception, more than 100 
local law firms have participated in the 
Campaign, and their pledges have totaled 
more than $4 million. And last year, 27 
firms agreed to Raise the Bar Higher. 
)ere are several ways for a law firm to 
contribute to Raising the Bar. Firms can 
make direct donations to the Philadel-

phia Bar Foundation; donate to any of 
the Philadelphia public interest agencies 
supported by the Bar Foundation; make 
a donation to the Bar Foundation with a 
“donor option” to any or all of the grant-
ees supported by the Bar Foundation; or 
it can choose any combination of these 
options. It all counts.

Obviously, this year is a challenge. So 
the Bar Foundation gathered leaders of 
the law firms on May 7 to confront these 
challenges and ask for their support. )e 
reception was sponsored by Navigant 
Consulting and held in the Comisky 
Center courtesy of Blank Rome LLP.

We invited Steve Korman to speak. We 
did so because while his company, like 
our firms, faces challenges, he remains an 
outspoken supporter of people, fami-
lies and their livelihoods in the current 
economy. Some may remember when the 
economic downturn worsened, Korman 
took out full-page ads in !e New York 
Times and !e Philadelphia Inquirer to 
urge companies and firms, in deciding 
their game plans, to remember, as much 
as feasible, the needs of their employ-

ees and their families. At our meeting, 
Korman discussed his and his company’s 
experience in meeting the trials of 2009, 
as well as in the past, and advocated that 
charities cannot be forgotten in these 
trying economic times. His unwavering 
commitment to a plethora of chari-
table organizations and his devotion to 
remembering those in need represents a 
poignant call to action for all of us.

We at the Bar Foundation echo that 
call. And, leaders of firms, if you have 
not heard it yet, you will hear it soon. 
Steve Bizar, chair of the Raising the Bar 
Campaign and Bar Foundation trustee, 
will call you and ask that your firm pledge 
to the Raising the Bar campaign at least 
at the rate originally proposed by Alan 
Feldman back in 2006. And for those 
who may be able to do more, we ask that 
you consider it, especially this year. For 
you can be assured, what your firm does, 
counts.

Amy B. Ginensky, a partner at Pepper Ham-
ilton LLP, is president of the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation.

Bar Foundation
Don’t Let Commitment Waver in Hard Times

By Amy Ginensky

Steve Korman (from left), his wife, Jennifer, and Henry M. Kuller gather at the 
Bar Foundation’s Raising the Bar event on May 7 at Blank Rome LLP.

T P B F’ 
21st Annual Golf Classic is moving to a 
new location.
)e event will be held Monday, June 

)e general fee for players is $375. 
Members of the Young Lawyers Division 
may play at a discounted fee of $350. 
Price includes all greens fees, golf cart, 
lunch, refreshments, dinner and cocktails.

Several levels of sponsorship are 
available. Tournament Underwriters 

($15,000) get a banner hung at clubhouse 
entrance; name on the front cover of the 
souvenir program as sponsor of the event; 
distribution of skills competition prizes to 
winners; eight players plus four additional 

parking for golfers. Other levels include 
Tournament Cup/Skills Prize Sponsor 
($7,500), Luncheon, Cocktail Buffet, 
Reception or Putting Contest Sponsor 
($5,000) and Hole Sponsor ($2,000). For  
more information, contact Lynne Brown 
at (215) 238-6347.

Bar Foundation Golf  Classic June 22
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No pickup fee for first-time customers

Marsha Levick 
described the various 
strategies employed 
to investigate and 
litigate the constitu-
tional rights violations 
occurring in Luzerne 
County.  

R  B   P-
phia legal community’s most signifi-
cant institutional effort in support of 
the Bar Foundation and its network 
of non-profit legal services provid-
ers. More than 100 local law firms 
participate annually and their pledges 
since 2006 have totaled more than 
$4 million. )e following is a list of 
contributors:

Abrams & Ingersoll, LLP
Alva & Azzarano, LLP
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, Cohan, 
Feldman & Smalley, P.C.
Archer & Greiner, P.C.
Badey, Sloan & DiGenova, P.C.
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, 
LLP
Bazelon, Less & Feldman, P.C.
Berger & Montague, LLP
Blank Rome, LLP
Booth & Tucker, LLP
Brookman, Rosenberg, Brown & 
Sandler
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen and 
Pokotilow, Ltd.
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
Law Offices of Lenard A. Cohen
)e Colleran Firm
Conrad O’Brien Gellman & Rohn, 
P.C.
Cozen O’Connor
Dashevsky, Horwitz, Kuhn & No-
vello, P.C.
Dechert, LLP
DLA Piper US LLP
Donovan Searles
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Duca and Prim
Duffy + Partners
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, 
LLC
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, Eisen-
berg and Jeck, P.C.
Law Offices of Sharon M. Erwin, 
LLC
Law Office of William Fedullo
Feldman & Pinto, P.C.
Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, 
Tanner & Weinstock
Fineman Krekstein & Harris, P.C.
Fox Rothschild LLP
Gaber Law Firm
Gay Chacker & Mittin, P.C.
Giacobetti & Levant
Paul J. Giordano, P.C.
Gibbons, P.C.
Ginsburg & Associates
Sydney L. Gold & Associates, P.C.
Golomb & Honik, P.C.
Law Offices of Bernard M. Gross, P.C.
Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin

Hannon & Palermo, P.C.
Harkins Cunningham, LLP
Hoyle, Fickler, Herschel & Mathes 
LLP
Kirschner & Gartrell, P.C.
Klasko, Rulon, Stock & Seltzer, LLP
Kleinbard Bell & Brecker LLP
Kline & Specter, P.C. 
Kohn, Swift & Graf, P.C.
Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, Shore & 
Bezar
Kovler and Rush, P.C.
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Cole-
man & Goggin
Martin, Banks, Pond, Lehocky & 
Wilson
Law Office of Anne S. Maxwell
McCann & Geschke, P.C.
McCarter & English, LLP
McEldrew & Fullam, P.C
Messa & Associates, P.C.
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker & 
Rhoads, LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Panitch Schwarze Belisario & Nadel 
LLP
Pansini & Mezrow
Pepper Hamilton, LLP
Post & Schell, P.C.
Raynes McCarty
Reed Smith LLP
Ross Feller Casey, LLP
Sacchetta & Baldino
Law Office of Jeffrey S. Saltz, P.C.
Saltz Mongeluzzi Barrett & Bendesky, 
P.C.
Saul Ewing LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP
Seidel Weitz Garfinkle & Datz, LLP
Shaffer & Gaier, LLC
Sheridan & Murray
Shrager, Spivey & Sachs
Law Offices of David T Shulick
Law Offices of Daniel J. Siegel
Smyler & Gentile
Soloff & Zervanos, P.C.
Law Offices of Howard M. Soloman
Stevens & Lee, P.C.
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Tabas & Rosen, P.C.
)orp Reed & Armstrong, LLP

Wapner, Newman, Wigrizer & 
Brecher
)e Weinstein Firm
Weinstein, Schleifer & Kupersmith, 
PC
White and Williams LLP
Law Office of Rhonda Hill Wilson,  
P.C.
WolfBlock LLP
Woodcock Washburn, LLP

Schaer & Toddy, P.C.

Raising the Bar Donors
Thanked By Foundation

 By Ria C. Momblanco

I    ,  J 
Law Center received two separate and 
uncannily similar calls concerning chil-
dren in Luzerne County who had been 
adjudicated delinquent after appearing 
before former Luzerne County President 
Judge Mark Ciavarella – without counsel 
and without being adequately informed 
of their constitutional right to an at-
torney.

Although the JLC achieved a reversal 
of the adjudications in both instances, the 
2007 phone call prompted the JLC to 
conclude that more needed to be done. 
)e fact that both of these strangely simi-
lar cases had occurred before Ciavarella 
raised a red-flag that there might be a 
need for a “systems change” with respect 
to the treatment of juvenile defendants in 
Luzerne County.
)e JLC’s further efforts resulted in the 

well-publicized Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court order to vacate the adjudications 
and expunge the records of a large class 
of youth who appeared before Ciavarella 
between 2003 and 2008.

At the April 29 Public Interest Section 
plenary program on systemic advocacy, 
Marsha Levick, deputy director and chief 
counsel of the JLC, described the various 
strategies employed to investigate and 
litigate the constitutional rights violations 
occurring in Luzerne County.  

Panelists Cathy Carr, executive director 
of Community Legal Services; Michael 

Churchill, of counsel at the Public Inter-
est Law Center of Philadelphia; Mark 
Murphy, legal director of the Disability 
Rights Network; Janet Stotland, co-direc-
tor of the Education Law Center; along 
with moderator Angus Love, executive 
director of the Pennsylvania Institutional 
Law Project, hailed the JLC’s efforts as 
exemplifying the paradigm of systemic 
advocacy.

According to Love, the first step in 
executing that paradigm is to recognize 
patterns of bad conduct amidst what may 
be an overwhelming swell of individual 
cases. In the case of Luzerne County, it 
was the recurring pattern of behavior in 
Ciavarella’s courtroom that alerted the 
JLC to the need to further investigate 
Luzerne County’s Juvenile Court system.
)e next step, according to Carr, is to 

communicate and connect with those 
who may be able to help with gathering 
more information. For example, when 

Plenary Tackles
Systemic Advocacy

continued on page 24


